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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Claims 1-15 (Canceled) 

16. (CuiTCTtly amended) A method for preparing a spinal disc space between a pair of 
vertebral en^lates for insertion of an implant th^ebetween, comprising; 

inserting a guide sleeve to the disc space from an anterior approach, the guide 
sleeve having a working channel providing access to a first disc space location and a 
second disc space location; 

distracting the disc space to a desired disc space height; 

preparing the first disc space location tiuou^ the working channe l inchiding 
reaming the first disc space locatian f or ins^on of a first implant therein; 

inserting a reamer plug through the working channel into the first disc space 
Iftgifltiftn ftfter reftTTiiTi p tfie first disc Space location: 

preparing the second disc space location through the working channel for 
insertion of a second implant therein after inserting the reamer plug; 

inserting the second implant through the working channel into the second disc 
space location, the second implant being tapered to establish a desired lordotic angle 
between the vertebral endplates; 

removing the team^plug fiom the first disc space location after inserting the 
second implant; mi 

inserting the first inq^lant through the working channel into the first disc space 
location, the first implant being tapered to establish a desired lordotic angle between the 
vertebral radplates. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein distracting the disc space includes: 

jyroviding a first distractor having a first distractor tip; 

providiog a second distractor having a second distractor tip and a recessed area 
extending along its length; 

positioning the second distractor adjacent the first distractor with the first 
distractor at least partially received in the recessed area of the second distractor; and 
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inserting the distractoT tips through the working channel into the disc space. 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 1 7» fuither comprising coupling the first and second 
distiactoi^ to the guide sleeve before distracting the disc space. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18, wherein distracting the disc space includes 
applying a driving force to the first and second distractors and the guide sleeve to insert 
the first and second distractor tips into the disc ^ace» 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19, further comprising ^plying a driving force only 
to the guide sleeve to advance the guide sleeve towards the disc space after the distractor 
dps are inserted in the disc space. 

21. (Original) The metfiod of claim 17, further comprising removing the first distractor 
from the working chamiel to form a substantially cylindrical working channel portion 
along the second distractor. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein preparing the first disc space location 
includes reaming the disc space through die woridng channel portion. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 16, further comprising securing the reamer plug to 
the guide sleeve. 

Qaims 24-26 (Canceled) 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16, wherein inserting the first implant 
and inserting the second in^lant each include threadinglly engaging die implant to the 
adjacent vertebral eodplates. 
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28. (Currently amended) A method for preparing a spinal disc space between, a pair of 
vertebral endplates for in&erdon of an implant therebetween, coTOprising: 

accessing the disc space from an anterior approach; 

distracting the disc space to a desired disc space heiglht; 

preparing a first disc space location for insertion of a first implant therein 
including reaming the first disc space location: 

inserting a reamer plug into the first disc space Incatf oTi after TeaTnfn g the fir^ disc 
space location: 

preparing a second disc space location for insertion of a second implant therein 
while maintaining the reamer plug in the first disc space location; 

inserting the second implant into the second disc space location^ the second 
implant being tapeied to establish a desired lordotic angle between the vertebral 
endplates; 

removing the reamer p lug &om the first disc space location after inserting file 
second implant; and 

inserting Ae first implant into the first disc space location, the first inqilant beix^ 
tapped to establish a desired lordotic angle betwem the vertebral endplates. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method ofclaim 28, wherein accessing the disc space 
includes inserting a guide sleeve to the disc space to provide a protected a working 
channel to the first disc space location and fiie second disc space location. 

30. (Currenfiy amended) The method of claim 29» wherein distracting the disc space 
includes flying a driving force to Ae-first and second distractors and the guide sleeve 
to insert ^fte-first and second distractor tips associated with respective ones of the first and 
second distractors in to the disc space. 

31. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, further comprising coupling the first 
and second distractors to the guide sleeve before distracting the disc space. 
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32. (Previoiisly Presented) The method of claim 31, further comprising applying a 
driving force only to the guide sleeve to advance the guide sleeve towards the disc space 
after the distractor tips are inserted in die disc space. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, further comprising securing the 
reamer plug to the guide sleeve. 

34» (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28, wherein distracting the disc space 
includes: 

providing a first distractor having a fii^t distractor tip; 

providing a seccmd distractor liaving a second distractor tip and a recessed area 
extending along its lengdi; 

positioning the second distractor adjacent the first distractor with the first 
distractor at least partially received in the recessed area of the second distractor; and 

inserting the distractor tips into the disc space. 

Claim 35 (Cancelled) 

36. (Currently amended) The method of claim 28, wherein inserting the first inq[)lant and 
inserting the second implant each include threadingly engaging the implant to liie 
adjac e nt v ertebral endplates. 

Claims 37-41 (Canceled) 

42. (New) A method for preparing a spinal disc space between a pair of vertebral 
CTdpIates for insertion of an implant therebetween, comprising; 

inserting a guide sleeve to the disc space fix>m an anterior approach, the guide 
sleeve having a working channel providing access to a first disc space location and a 
second disc space location; 
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distracting the disc space to a desired disc space height, wherein distracting the 
disc space includes: 

providing a first distractor hanging a first distractor tip; 
providing a second distractor having a second distractor tip; 
positioning the second distractor adjacent the first distractor; and 
inserting the distractor tips through the working channel into the disc 

space; 

preparing the first disc space location through the worldng channel for insertion of 
a first implant therein; 

inserting a reamer plug through the woridng channel into the first disc space 
location; 

prepariug the second disc space location through the working channel for 
insertion of a second iniplant therein after inserting the reamer plug; 

inserting the second implant through the working channel into the second disc 
space location, the second inqilant being tapered to establish a desired lordotic angle 
between the v^tdiral endplates; 

removing the reamer plug fix>m the first disc ^ace location after inserting the 
second implant; and 

inserting the first implant througfh the working channel into the first disc space 
location, the first implant being tapered to establish a desired lordotic angle between the 
vert^al enc^lates. 

43. (New) The method of claim 42^ further conqnising coupling the first and second 
distractors to the guide sleeve before distracting the disc space. 

44. (New) The method of claim 42, further comprising removing the first distractor fiom 
the working channel to form a substantially cylindrical working channel portion along the 
second distractor. 
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45. (New) The method of claim 44, wherein preparing the first disc space location 
includes reaming the disc space through the working channel portion. 

46. (New) A method for preparing a spinal disc space between a pair of vertebral 
endplates for insertion of an implant tfaerdbetween, comprising: 

accessing the disc space from an anterior approach; 

distracting the disc space to a desired disc space height, wherein distracting the 
disc space includes: 

providing a first distiactor having a first distractor tip; 

providing a second distractor having a second distractor tip and a recessed 
area extending along its length; 

positioning the second distractor adjacent the first distractor with the first 
distractor at least pardally received in the recessed area of the second distractor; 
and 

inserting the distractor tips into the disc space; 

preparing a first disc space location for insertion of a first implant therein; 

inserting a reamer plug into the first disc space location; 

preparing a second disc space location for insertion of a second implant ther^n 
while maintaining the reamer plug in the first disc space location; 

insetting the second implant into the second disc space location^ the second 
implant being tapered to establish a desired lordotic angle between the votebral 
endplates; 

removing the reamer plug from the first disc space location after inserting the 
second implant; and 

insfflting the first implant into the first disc space location^ the first implant being 
tapered to establish a desired lordotic angle between the vertebral endplates. 

47. (New) The method of claim 46, wherein accessing the disc space includes inserting 
a guide sleeve to the disc space to provide a protected a working channel to the first disc 
space location and the second disc space location. 
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48. (New) The method of claim 47, fiirther comprising coupling the first and second 
distractors to the guide sleeve before distracting the disc space. 

49. (New) The mettiod of claim 46, wherein preparing the first and second disc space 
locations includes reaming the first and second disc space locations. 

50. Q^ew) The method of claim 46» wherein ixisetting the first implant and inserting the 
second implant each include threadingly engagii^ the iniplant to the vertebral endplates. 
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